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“A Night You’ll Remember” was the theme for this year’s Bastrop 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Award Banquet held on Valentine’s night, 
Feb. 14 at the Bastrop Convention Center. Over 300 people enjoyed a 
romantic evening as the convention center was beautifully decorated to 
enhance the theme. 

It was also an evening of reward for some as the Chamber awarded 
individuals and businesses for all they do to give back to the community 
they love, Bastrop… 

…This year’s recipients are Teri Costlow and Rosie Lopez who started the 
charitable, non-profit organizations, Comfort Café and Serenity Star 
Recovery Resource Center, Ann Tankersley, the original volunteer for the 
Bastrop Visitor’s Center and Rick Gullikson, the unsung hero of so many 
organizations that he gave his time and talents to in this technical world. 

Terri Costlow and Rosie Lopez followed their star and faith in God. They 
sold their worldly possessions to help others, to build a safe place for the 
suffering, a place to feed the hungry, and a home to heal for the spiritually 
sick, the traumatized, and the addicted. They fed the volunteers who 
fought the fires when our community had burned in 2011. They’ve never 
asked for anything in return, but relied on the generosity of others who 
shared this vision of healing for our community. They started their 
charitable, non-profit organizations, Comfort Cafe and SerenityStar 
Recovery Resource Center in 2009. Since then they have touched the lives 
of thousands of individuals and families. They have left an indelible mark 
of hope, healing, and integrity upon our community. 

 



Today, the building continues. SerenityStar and Comfort Cafe sponsors a 
Women’s Transformational Living Program, a Men’s Transformational 
Living Program, and a Family Transformational Living Program in 
addition to running the First Street Wellness Center in Smithville and the 
SerenityStar Ranch in Smithville. They even operate a rescue center for 
dogs called Serenity Paws and are training them as service dogs! Even 
pets can be rehabilitated and returned as productive members of society! 
No one who is willing to change has ever been turned away from 
SerenityStar. No one! It is a charitable organization and a donation-only 
operation. Their motto is simple; “Trust God” and He will bring the 
people and the funds to continue His work… 

Teri Costlow & Rosie Lopez receiving their “Points of Light” awards at the Bastrop Chamber of 

Commerce Awards Banquet. 


